BEFORE YOU BUY A POODLE

Remember — They live from 12 to 20+ years. This is a long-term
commitment.

Poodles are very smart, and require a lot of attention.

Standard Poodles need plenty of exercise. A fenced yard is best.
Poodles are very high maintenance, requiring grooming monthly.

Always insist on seeing the breeders’ kennel.

Never buy a dog, sight-unseen, especially over the internet, unless you are
dealing with a reputable breeder, and know the pedigree of the puppy you
want.

Try to see both parents of your puppy. Standards range in size from 15” to
nearly 30” at the shoulder, and 20 to 100 pounds. The parents will be a good
indicator of how your puppy will grow up.

If you want to be sure of what you are getting, always buy a dog registered
by the American Kennel Club (AKC).

Insist on a health guarantee from the breeder.

Ask for references from the breeder, especially his or her veterinarian. Call
the references.

Avoid ‘Puppy Mills’, and pet stores or other outlets that buy from them.

You might be dealing with a ‘Puppy Mill’ if:
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They are vague or won’t tell you about poodles, in general, and their dogs in
particular.

The Kennel changes its name often, has just opened under a new name, or
has not changed owners, but they are using new names and/or phone
numbers.

They are selling puppies that are less than 7 weeks old.

They won’t let you see their kennels.

If you see them, their kennels are dirty, cramped and unkempt.

If you see them, their dogs are unfriendly, dirty, listless, or unhealthy
looking.

Their dogs seem uncomfortable with people.

They try to tell you that other registries are just as good as AKC.

They offer no health guarantee.

These suggestions are offered from years of experience, and represent the informed opinion of SeaBreeze Poodles and
its principals, and should be used for no other purpose than to educate potential Poodle owners. No specific

accusations are, or have been made regarding any breeder or breeders, nor any other groups.



Buyer Be Aware

Let the puppy-buying public beware--- there is a common misconception about registration
papers for purebred dogs. When purchasing a purebred puppy, a buyer has likely done their
research to find a breed that suits their needs in terms of temperament, appearance and
activity level. However, when it's time to make arrangements for the payment and transfer
of the dog from seller to buyer, one will often hear terminology like, "AKC registered,"
"registered purebred," or "papers included". These statements are not the same.

The Problem

Over the past six months, the American Kennel Club (AKC) has seen a significant increase
in the number of complaints about buyers being misled by sellers who promise them "AKC
papers." Whether the seller deceived the buyer by claiming that an alternate registry is the
same as AKC, or that AKC papers would be mailed at a later date, the buyer is left
frustrated and disillusioned by the puppy buying process. Many irresponsible breeders,
puppy mills and pet stores try to deceive potential customers by promising that a puppy will
come with "papers". The buyer, believing that "papers" mean AKC, is later heartbroken to
find that his/her dog is not eligible to be registered with the AKC. Even more disconcerting,
the buyer is left uncertain about the genetic makeup of the dog.

There are currently more than twenty canine registration organizations, offering various
standards and membership criteria. Some require a dog to be purebred according to AKC
standards, meaning a dog must be bred from members of a recognized breed over many
generations, and others will register a dog with little or no proof of its lineage. In some
cases, a buyer could make arrangements to purchase and pay full-price for what they
believe to be a purebred dog, when they are in fact receiving a mixed-breed.




What's the Difference?

The American Kennel Club is the only not-for-profit registry for purebred dogs. When a
dog is registered with the American Kennel Club, the owner is provided with bloodline
confirmation and health lineage documentation. The registration certificate is essentially a
certificate of a dog's identity, providing recognition and official documentation of the dog's
place in breed history. The dog's pedigree traces its parentage back three or four
generations.

The only way a person is guaranteed to purchase a purebred dog, with all of the
characteristics and traits of the breed, is to purchase an AKC-registerable dog.

The Solution

When buying a purebred dog, buyers should seek a reputable breeder. If you are buying a
dog that is supposed to be registerable with the AKC, it is your responsibility to obtain
complete identification of the dog or you should not buy the dog. It has long been common
practice to explain the inability saying, "AKC hasn't sent the papers yet." If a breeder is
doing his paperwork in a regular, careful manner, there is ample time to obtain the
necessary "papers" from AKC prior to sale of any puppy. When "papers" are not available
at the time of delivery, it is a red-flag warning sign to exercise extreme caution. Make sure
that your registration papers have the official AKC seal.




